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Covering an area of 10 million square 
meters, Canada is the 2nd largest coun-
try in the world, stretching, as its motto 
says, ”From Sea to Sea.”  Canada offers 
a diverse range of beautiful landscapes, 
from towering mountains to hulking gla-
ciers to dense, unsettled forests. Canada 
has a number of exciting, multi-cultural 
cities to discover, and also offers an 
abundance of nature to explore through 
skiing, hiking, and more.

Study in Canada!
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Capital: Ottawa
Official languages: English & French
Government: Federal parliamenty democracy & constitutional 
monarchy
Population: 33.8 million
Life expectancy: Men 79 years, women 84 years
Currency: Canadian dollar (CAD)
Calling code: +1

1. Study in Canada
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1.1 Canada in Short Facts & Figures 

1.2 About Canada

Canada was first settled by indiginous Indian peoples, 
mostly Eskimos, thousands of years ago. The first European 
known to reach Canadian shores  was an Italian named 
John Cabot. It was the French, however, who settled most 
of Canada, but lost a great portion of their new territory 
to the English. In 1867, Canada gained a self-government, 
but still retains their ties to England as a member of their 
Commonwealth. Today Canada is often ranked as one of 
the top places in the world to live, and offers its residents a 
high quality of life. Perhaps this is one of the reasons why, 
despite the cold temperatures, Canadians are known to be 
such friendly people.
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1.3 In this Study in Canada guide

Canadians place a great importance on learning. As such, Ca-
nadian schools have high academic standards and are well-
maintained by a first-rate education system across all provinces. 
Qualifications earned in Canada are valued internationally, and 
graduates of Canadian education institutions go on to make 
great contributions to society. Read on through this Study in 
Canada guide to learn more about education in Canada and the 
practical details to consider in preparation to study in Canada.

2. Education in Canada

Canada’s education system is maintained to a high standard by 
each of the provinces or territories. The Council of Ministers 
of Education is a forum for education ministers to discuss mat-
ters related to education, coordinate education activities, and 
share information. Canada boasts one of the highest rates of 
postsecondary education in the world, with 6 of every 10 adults 
between the ages of 25 and 64 having completed some form of 
postsecondary education.

2.1 Canada’s Education System
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Canada’s education system draws students from all over the 
world to study. In 2006, more than 80,000 international students 
were enrolled in education courses in Canada, making up 7.7% 
of the student population.

There are several classes to postsecondary education in Canada. 
An educational institution may be ’recognized,’ ’authorized,’ 
’registered,’ or ’licensed,’ or not regulated at all. ’Recognized’ 
or ’authorized’ institutions may grant academic credentials 
through their provincial or territorial governments. The govern-
ment monitors ’registered’ or ’licensed’ educational institutions. 
Unregulated educational institutions in Canada are privately run 
commercial enterprises with no regulations. It is important to 
know the states of an educational institution in order to under-
stand the quality of a certain program.

2.2 Universities in Canada

Universities in Canada range in size from a few hundred to 
35,000 students, and offer over 10,000 high-quality undergradu-
ate and graduate degree programs. A Bachelors degree program 
in Canada usually lasts from 3 to 4 years, sometimes with an 
extra year for honors programs. Masters degree programs in 
Canada generally run for 2 years, and doctorate research and 
study goes on for 4 to 5 years. Some universities also offer di-
ploma and certificate education programs.

Besides offering education courses, universities in Canada usu-
ally have athletics, accommodation, counseling, scholarships, 
study-skills workshops, and career-placement services for its 
students.

Universities and university colleges in Canada are almost always 
publicly funded with varying tuition fees. The school year runs 
from September through May, and is divided into either semes-
ters or trimesters. University education programs in Canada are 
usually offered in either French or English. Fluency in both lan-
guages is not necessary to attend university.
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Degrees earned at universities in Canada have the same merit 
as those earned in the US or other commonwealth countries like 
Australia and the United Kingdom. It is often possible for a stu-
dent to continue their education which was started in another 
country at a school in Canada, and vice versa, depending on the 
university.

There are a total of 175 technical institutes and community col-
leges located in Canada. These educational institutions focus on 
offering certificates, diplomas, and attestation programs, the 
completion of which earns graduates a diploma, degree or ap-
plied degree. Class sizes are usually smaller than at universities.

Technical institutes and community colleges in Canada provide 
educations through professional programs ranging from 1 to 3 
years in duration. These education programs are career-orient-
ed, meeting the needs of businesses, industries, adult education, 
and secondary school graduates. Programs often change their 
curriculum according to the economic and social needs of the 
community. Many students choose to attend community college 
for 2 years before transferring to 4-year universities.

Career Colleges

Career colleges in Canada are privately owned educational 
institutions which provide students with practical skills molded 
specifically for the job market. Study periods are usually rela-
tively short, and the education courses emphasize practical skills. 
Canadian career colleges specialise specifically in areas such as 
business, computers, and secretarial skills.

2.3 Technical Institutes & Community 
Colleges in Canada
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2.4 Language Schools in Canada

The country of Canada has 2 official languages: French and 
English. Students can enroll in courses to learn either language 
through English as a Second Language (ESL) or French as a Sec-
ond Language (FSL). Students may want to learn a language for 
general, business, or specific personal reasons – whatever the 
motivation, the French and English language courses are avail-
able for anyone who wishes to learn.

As there are a high number of immigrants who enter Canada 
each year, the ESL program is excellent and has a great deal of 
experience. FSL courses are also well-esteemed, and are usu-
ally offered in both public and private schools in Quebec. Re-
quirements and intake dates are flexible for most ESL and FSL 
programs, allowing students to study when it most suits them. 
Students may study FSL and ESL programs in Canada for up to 
6 months without a study permit.
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3.1 Study Permit for Canada

2.5 Admission to Schools in Canada
Specific admission requirements for schools in Canada vary by 
institution. There is no general entry exam for universities in 
Canada; each school has its own applicant criteria. For admis-
sion into bachelors degree programs, students usually must have 
completed secondary school. There may also be course-content 
requirements or grade-point average minimums.

For admission into a masters degree program in Canada, stu-
dents must complete a bachelors degree; and for entry into a 
doctorate degree program, students must have completed their 
masters.

Universities and schools in Canada which are English-speaking 
require proficiency in English, demonstrated through TOEFL or 
IELTS exam scores (for non-native English speakers). For French-
speaking schools, there is no standardized qualifying test; in-
stead, students’ language skills are assessed individually. Non-
degree granting educational institutions have more flexible entry 
regulations than universities, but usually require at least comple-
tion of secondary school.

3. Practicalities when you Study in Canada

Study permits to Canada vary depending on a student’s country 
of citizenship, country of legal residence, province they want to 
study in, and time they want to stay in Canada. Any international 
student wishing to study in Canada for more than 6 months 
should have a study permit before they enter the country. In 
addition, students usually need a valid passport, letter of accept-
ence from a Canadian school, visa, health certificate, financial 
guarantees, and possibly a certificate of language proficiency.
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For more information on study permits for Canada, please con-
tact your local Canadian embassy, which can provide guidance 
on which study permit is required and how to apply for it. Cana-
dian embassies can also assist students in finding scholarships to 
study in Canada, of which there are many available for interna-
tional students looking to study in Canada.

3.2 Tuition Fees in Canada

Tuition fees in Canada vary by institution and province. In the 
school year 2007 to 2008, the average price for an university 
program was $4,524 for each student that year. Institutions 
which do not grant degrees to students are usually cheaper than 
universities, and graduate degree programs are more expensive, 
especially for international students.



4. City Guides in Canada

As the largest city in Canada, Toronto is a place of diversity and 
excitement. It is the capital of the Ontario province in east-cen-
tral Canada, and is located on the northwestern shore of Lake 
Ontario. 2.5 million people live in this clean, safe, cospmopolitan 
city.

Toronto was first populated by native peoples including the Wy-
nadot and Iroquois. The French were the first European settlers 
to arrive, and they built a fort to claim their territory. In the late 
18th century, Toronto switched hands and became an English 
trading post called the ’Town of York.’ The post was damaged in 
the War of 1812, but recovered and was made a city – renamed 
Toronto – in 1834.

Despite suffering huge fires in 1849 and 1904, Toronto picked it-
self up and today is Canada’s business and economic capital and 
one of the top financial centers in the world. Home to the Toron-
to Stock Exchange, the world’s 3rd largest English-speaking the-
atre district, vivacious nightlife, and world-class cuisine, Toronto 
is a bustling metropolis with something to offer to everyone!

Toronto is constantly expanding, drawing many immigrants to 
move there each year, which has made it one of the most cultur-
ally diverse cities in the world. In fact, roughly half of the people 
in Toronto were not born in Canada. This means that there is a 
diverse culture in Toronto, with many ethnic festivals throughout 
the year.
Toronto is made up of several districts:

    * Old Toronto – urban core of the city
    * Etobicoke – mix of industrial and suburban
    * York – small, ethnically diverse area
    * East York – small distict close to city core
    * North York – home to Canada’s first national urban park
    * Scarborough – greenest and leafiest part of city
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4.1 City Guide: Toronto



Throughout Toronto are many parks, providing Torontonians a 
place to relax in nature and escape the busy city life. Summers 
are an ideal time to explore the outdoors, as temperatures are 
warm but not extremely hot. Winters, however, can get fairly 
cold, although usually not for more than a couple days at once.

Leading economic industries in Toronto include business ser-
vices, telecommunications, aerospace, media, finance, transpor-
tation, education, and engineering. Toronto is the cultural and 
economic center of English Canada and is an exciting place to 
pursue an education.

4.2 City Guide: Montreal
With a population of 1.6 million, Montreal is the 2nd largest city 
in Canada and is located in the southwest of the Quebec prov-
ince. This international city’s official language is French; most 
residents speak French at home, making Montreal the 2nd larg-
est primarily French-speaking city in the world after Paris.

With Montreal’s location at one end of the St. Lawrence Pas-
sageway (linking the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean), it is a 
strategic place to settle. The area where Montreal lies today was 
first occupied by nomadic peoples over 2000 years before Euro-
peans arrived. The St. Lawrence Iroquoians later established a 
village there, which was discovered by the French after several 
centuries. The French, however, left and when they returned 
years later, the Iroquoians were gone. They established a fur 
trading post on the site in 1611, which became a colony and 
finally the city of Montreal in 1832.
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Montreal is named after Mont-Royal, the 3-peaked hill in the 
heart of the city. The city is known for its major festivals and cu-
linary arts. It is a place of contrasts, with skyscrapers next to Vic-
torian brownstones and old churches beside modern architec-
tural marvels. The Museum Quarter of Montreal is full of fashion 
boutiques, art galleries, and specialty shops. Crescent Street is 
the center of nightlife, with bars, clubs, discos, and restaurants.

Although it is a bustling metropolis, Montreal also offers a 
wide variety of outdoor activity in water, parks, and mountains 
through four distinct seasons. Montreal is the largest city in the 
province of Quebec, and a unique location to pursue a high-
quality education.
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4.3 City Guide: Vancouver

Vancouver is a beautiful coastal seaport located in the south-
west corner of Canada’s British Columbian province. Downtown 
Vancouver is situated on a peninsula flanked by English Bay to 
one side and Burrard Inlet to the other. Its 2.3 million inhabitants 
(within the greater metropolitan area) have access to an exciting 
city, and also the wide expanses of the wild Pacific Northwest. 
Vancouver lies in close proximity to excellent skiing in the Ca-
nadian Rockies and Whistler Resort, and the great outdoors of 
Vancouver Island. In fact, this is part of what led Vancouver to be 
chosen as the site of the 2010 Winter Olympics. 

Vancouver was first settled by bands of Indians who crossed the 
Bering Land Bridge. Thousands of years later, the Spanish laid 
claim to the west coast of North America, including the land 
where Vancouver is now. The city itself grew out of a shanty-
town adjacent to a logging sawmill called Gastown in 1867. It is 
said the lumber from Gastown was shipped to China and used to 
construct Beijing’s Imperial Palace. From this sawmill, the town 
of Granville arose, and was renamed Vancouver in 1886 after an 
English captain who came upon the area after the Spanish. Soon 
after, the transcontinental railroad reached Vancouver, making 
it an important seaport for traffic to Asia. Vancouver is now the 
biggest port in Canada.

Today, Vancouver is home to a vast multicultural population, and 
offers top entertainment, excellent shopping, gourmet restau-
rants, and exciting sporting events. A combination of cultures – 
Indian, Italian, First Nations tribes, Chinese, and Japanese – have 
influenced Vancouver’s development, creating a unique diversity 
throughout the metropolis. 

Vancouver is green, clean, safe, and easily accessible, either by 
walking or by its efficient public transportation system. There are 
a number of interesting neighborhoods in Vancouver, such as 



Punjabi Market, Granville Street, Commercial Drive, and China-
town. Vancouver is also home to a number of top-notch univer-
sities and other higher education institutions. 

Vancouver weather is fairly rainy, and maintains mild tempera-
tures year-round, usually not falling below freezing in the winter 
and staying comfortably warm in the summer. Vancouver’s two 
largest industries are forestry and tourism. Vancouver is not only 
a popular place to visit – it has been consistently been ranked 
as one of the world’s most livable city. No wonder its the fastest 
growing part of Canada.
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City Guide: Ottawa

As Canada’s capital, Ottawa is full of culture, history, and excite-
ment. It is the 2nd largest city in the Ontario province and the 
4th largest city in all of Canada with a population of over 1.2 mil-
lion people. Ottawa is said to have one of the highest standards 
of living of any city in the world due to its cleanliness, safety, 
public services, and political stability.

Ottawa is unique in that it is a bilingual city – its diverse popula-
tion speaks French, English, and a variety of other languages. 
The major industries in Ottawa are tourism, retail, and advanced 
technology. The city is home to a number of world-class muse-
ums and galleries, and also Parliament buildings, historical struc-
tures, and major institutions. Ottawa is also known as a center of 
high-quality education, and has the highest-educated workforce 
in Canada.

Culture is very much alive in Ottawa. The city celebrates with 
various festivals throughout the year such as February’s Winter-
lude, May’s Canadian Tulip Festival, and the country’s biggest 
celebration of ’Canada Day’ on July 1. There are also a number 
of music festivals in Ottawa spread throughout the summer.

The land where Ottawa is now located was originally inhabited 
by the Algonquins. When the Europeans arrived, they estab-
lished a fur and lumber trade settlement called Bytown. The 
year was 1826 and the inhabitants were mostly Irish and French 
Christians. In 1855, the name was changed to Ottawa, which 
comes from an Algonquin word meaning ’to trade.’

Popular areas of Ottawa are ByWard Market with its farmers 
market by day, bustling bars and clubs by night; a vibrant Chi-
natown; and Bank Street with many stores, businesses, restau-
rants, and bars. A political and technological center of Canada, 
the city of Ottawa has over 1,800 advanced technology compa-
nies and is home to Canada’s government organizations like Par-
liament, the Senate, and the Supreme Court. Ottawa is also one 
of the least expensive cities in which to live on the continent.
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The beautiful city of Ottawa has so much to offer, in addition to 
the great outdoors right at its doorstep. There are 3 rivers in Ot-
tawa – the Gaineau, the Ottawa, and the Rideau Canal. Stretch-
ing 202 kilometers, the Rideau Canal is the oldest continually 
operating canal in North America. Spotted with boats in the 
summer and skaters in the winter, it weaves through Ottawa’s 
center, integrating itself into daily city life. There are also hun-
dreds of lakes in the area and one of the largest networks of cy-
cling paths on the continent. Adventurers can golf, ski, fish, hike, 
or white water raft, all within close proximity to Ottawa.
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4. About Educations.com

Educations.com’s vision is to help all students around the 
world to find their education by connecting schools and 
students worldwide. Our global internet website 
www.educations.com is devoted exclusively to higher 
education, where students worldwide can browse through a 
large range of courses and programmes offered by 
educational institutions globally. Educations.com’s main 
objective is to provide those seeking advice regarding 
higher education abroad with the information they require 
in an accessible, fast and straightforward way. 

»

»
»
»

»

Find programmes and courses in Canada

Create your own blog

Review your school

Interact in our forum

Read other study guides



Please do not hesitate to contact us by email or telephone if you have any 
questions or if you are interested in learning more about Educations.com and 
our activities. We will be happy to answer any questions or concerns you may 

have.

Telephone: +46-(0)8-551-167-00
Fax: +46-(0)8-509-106-99

Studentum AB
Hovslagargatan 3

SE 111 48  STOCKHOLM
SWEDEN

Contact the Information Department:

Simon Haskell 
Website Manager

Email:  simon.haskell@educations.com
Tel: 0046-(0)8-551-167-05

Ella Molin 
Online Marketing Assistant 

Email: ella.molin@educations.com

Katie Dodd
Web Content Editor

Email: Katie.dodd@educations.com


